CHAPTER VIII
INTIMATIONS OF TRANSCENDENCE

What is presented here is not philosophical, i.e. logically con-
clusive, knowledge. It is rather fragments of an interpretative
order of experiences which concern the background of all experi-
ence, thus aiming at metaphysical interpretation.
This interpretation is based on empirical knowledge of the
fundamental difference between the two factors constituting all
inner and outer experience, the difference between the spontaneity
that comes from the unseen, unfathomable background as a
force incomprehensible in its very origins, and that in which it
actualizes itself. We shall call the latter the "conditional plexus",
in which the actualization occurs and from which it acquires its
concrete expression.
This difference, dualistic as it is, has nothing to do with the
difference between mind and nature or mind and matter. For
both these are abstract antinomies arrived at by deduction, and
are wholly controversial. Whereas our difference arises from
immediate naked experience of the way in which active, spon-
taneous forces operate in nature and matter, while what we call
"mind" is only a special expression of the spontaneity which
pervades the whole of Being.1
Any closer details must transpire from the fragmentary inter-
pretations of the compelling experiences herewith communicated.
i.    Transcendence in the Inanimate
(Essence and Experience]
We shall call immediate or immanent Transcendence that
which forces itself upon us as immediately experienced in the
phenomenal world, and in ourselves insofar as we are part of it,
whenever we ask ourselves what it is that we cannot understand
in the conditional plexus,
1 This without prejudice to any other mode of experience and the philosophical
interpretation based on it.
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